hen one looks around at
al that is going on in the
world today, it would be

easy to get discouraged. Terrorism,
genocide, infidelity, injustice, natural
disasters and the apparent triumph of
evil around us can easily lead to de-
gpair. At such times, it isimportant to
remember that the Lord has already
won the war. The enemy of our souls
isdefeated. Victory is ours!

Years ago, | was hurting, lonely,
deeply depressed and in deep bond-
age to old sin patterns from an alter-
native lifestyle. | was at wits end asto
how to change my life. On the last
night of a retreat that | was led to at-
tend, | pleaded with the Lord to “free
me from this prison of myself.”

Because of my pain and lack of socia
skills, | was so turned inward that |
was quite self-centered and had tre-
mendous difficulty relating to people.
It was only then, through the help of

many loving people, especialy my
wife Diane, much counseling and
many courses over the years, that |
can say that He has faithfully an-
swered my prayer. And, the opportu-
nities the Lord has provided in reach-
ing out to people through this minis-
try, has had an important impact in

stretching me beyond myself! | have
felt the need to give to others the gift
that | have been given.

Through this ministry, the Lord has
enabled us to give back this gift by
providing us with several avenues to
reach out to people. These include:
touching the lives of teenage prosti-
tutes rescued from their pimps on the
streets of Atlanta; evangelizing boys
and girls in youth detention centers
and adults in state and county prisons,
providing support and comfort to in-
mate families torn apart by their tan-
gles with the criminal justice system;
helping to bring cheer to boys and
girls recovering from a multitude of
difficulties at a psychiatric facility;
praying inner healing and deliverance
with a growing number of people
who are discovering this ministry;
giving presentations on the Jewish
roots of Christianity including leading
Seder celebrations at several

(Continued on page 2)

or years the tiny state of Israel,

formed in 1948, has struggled

with terrorism, while other
countries have turned a deaf ear to
their cries for help. Interestingly, God
spoke to the prophet Zechariah
through eight visions more than 2,500
years ago revealing His concern for
His beloved Isradl.

In the first of these visions, the Lord
IS seen on a horse amongst myrtle
trees, which represent Israel. He ex-

N4
presses anger that all other countries
are at ease (rest) while Israel suffers.
All through the Book of Zechariah,
He is referred to as Adonai Zevaot,

the Lord of Host, the Captain of the
Army. Through these visions and
symbols, God reveals His plan to
bring judgment on all nations that ig-

nore or come against Isragl. It is
amazing to see how so many coun-
tries are now having to fight terror-
ism. Some, especially the USA, now
have a better understanding and give
more support to Israel because of this.

Although the Book of Zechariah is
only fourteen chapters long, it is one
of the most quoted in this day be-
cause, next to the Book of Isaiah, it is
the most loaded with powerful scrip-

(Continued on page 4)
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churches; distributing hundreds of
Christmas gifts to needy families and
seniors in nursing homes who, other-
wise, would have an empty and
lonely Christmas.

At this time of the year, our mail-

boxes are flooded with appeals asking
for support for every sort of worthy
cause. The needs are so great but so
little are the resources to meet them.
Your support, especialy financid, is
crucial in enabling us to touch these
lives! This year we are asking you to
consider being extra generous in your
support of this ministry. You can
make such a difference for so many
lives. Given the chance, God will
move mountains for us.

Times are indeed gloomy from a
worldly viewpoint but we have the
power to spread light in the midst of
that darkness. Please radiate that light
and extend that victory this Christmas
season. Help us to help others in
need. Blessingsto all of youl

(I' recently gave my persona testi-

mony to a local church congregation.
We have copies of this 30-minute
presentation available on CD for ado-
nation of $5 plus $3 shipping and
handling.)




don’'t even know his last name, but how specia he

is! Jason is aresident of the Faith Center, one of five

resident care facilities of the Missionaries of the Poor
(M.O.P.) in Kingston, Jamaica. All of the residents are
outcasts from the slums of Jamaica. Father Ho Lung, and
his Brothers, care for these people, giving them their en-
tirelivesin “Cheerful service with Jesus on the cross.”

Mosquitoes were our constant nightly companions. Cold
showers offered the only relief from the tropical heat.

Each day, a truck transported the Brothers and us the few
blocks to work at the centers. It was hard but joy-filled
work with never a dull moment. All the children, from ba
bies to teens — many with deformities that separated them
from their communities and families — came to us for at-
tention. All received showers and clean clothes and bed-
ding every day. Thiswas a huge effort by the Brothers.

One day, Roxanne and the other three women lowered
three people into their graves during a modest funeral at a
cemetery that looked more like a landfill. And, we prayed
over one man who we found had died overnight at one of
the centers. Many of the residents are retarded, have mal-
formed bodies, or were abused before society discarded
them. Many of them have AIDS and need much care as

This past, July Roxanne and | were blessed to join seven
others on atrip to work and worship with the Missionaries
at their centers. We offered what help we could, washing
and feeding the people and caring for their wounds. We
provided companionship to these physically ill and des-
perately poor people who glowed with spiritual richness.

The Brothers work with the residents every day, giving
them so much loving care — truly doing Christ’s work on
earth. They own nothing and, when they are not working
with the poor, they worship and do chores around the
monastery which is surrounded by the incessant din of the
dums where Jamaican music blares through the night.

they spend their last days on earth. Some had actually
been left in the city dump for the Brothersto recover.

With the exception of Roxanne, who is a nurse, we had no
special gifts except for God's love to offer. In the eyes of
these people, we saw His love reflected back to us. We re-
ceived much more love than we could possibly give.
Washing faces, hands and bodies, shaving residents, bath-
ing children, dressing wounds and feeding those who
could not feed themselves. These were our activities and
our small gifts.

But, this story is about Jason, not us. On Sunday morning,
| got the task of dressing several residents for mass, in-
cluding Jason. | put on their shirts, pants, and shoes and
prepared to walk them to the weekly mass. As | was dress-
ing Jason, he had an epileptic seizure. After it passed, |

(Continued on page 5)




eorgiads Kennesaw State
University is privileged to

have the Anne Frank in the
World: 1929-1945 Exhibit currently
displayed on its campus. Artwork,
photographs and documents, along
with an extremely informative film,
bring to light the lives of the Frank
family (under Nazi rule) and their
fate, as detalled in their daughter
Anne sfamous diary.

| have been

blessed to
serve as a
guide at this
extraordinary
memoria  to
the power of
life over ha
tred and death.

It is so encour-

aging to see young children being
taught the horrible consequences of
judging people through anti-
Semitism. It is easy to think that the
horrors of World War 1l are in the
past but, unfortunately, new horrors
are on the horizon as we deal with the
new “Nazism,” militant Islam. To
learn more about Islam and its agenda

to defeat the Western world, we en-
courage you to visit Victor Morde-
cal’s website, www.vicmord.com, for
informative books, CD’s and Videos.
We were blessed to meet this very
dedicated Jewish man who embraces
Evangelical Christians as friends of
Israel.

(Continued from page 1)

tures pointing to the Messiah in the
last days. It is the book of restoration
and hope.

The name, Zechariah, in Hebrew is
Zachor ya, which means, “God re-
members.” Just as He spoke to the
prophet Isaiah with these words, “Can
a woman forget a child at her breast,
not show pity on the child from her
womb? Even if these forget, | would
not forget you. | have carved you on
the palms of my hands, you walls are

always before me.” (Isaiah 49:16)

Aswe stand with Israel while the rest
of the world turns away, the Lord will
stand on Hisword, "I will bless those
who bless you and curse those who
curseyou" (Genesis 12:3).

Zechariah declares the Lord's great
love for His people. "Thus says the
Lord of Host, ®am exceedingly jeal-
ous for Zion, yes, with great wrath |
am jealous for her.© (Zechariah 8:3)
The jealousy of God for His people,

first spoken of at the giving of the law
a Sina (Ex. 20:5), is a measure of
the intensity of His love. So great is
God® love that He tolerates no rivals
(Ex. 34:14) and visits “great wrath”
upon those who would oppose His
people. In Zechariah 8:3, the Lord
promises His presence among His
people: “I will return to Zion and will
dwell in the midst of Jerusalem.”

The God of Zechariah is character-
ized by a loyal love that will not for-
get His own. We mustn®either.




aise to our Lord and Savior,

Jesus Christ. In my previous

article, 1 wrote about the or-
deal our whole family was going
through due to difficulties my son,
Anthony, had gotten into. We were
waiting to go to trial so as to clear
Anthony of nine felony charges
against him in Los Angeles. We knew
and trusted that God would deliver
him from all this. We see this as God
refining us according to His wisdom
and purposes.

In July, when Anthony once again re-
turned to California hoping to settle
everything, the judge hearing his case
was changed due to a scheduling
problem. This new judge was ap-

#

palled that this case was still going on
and felt there were other ways to re-
solve it. She ordered the D.A. to go to
her supervisor and come up with a
deal that the boys could not refuse.

She then offered Anthony a deal that
we felt was worth taking, to put an
end to this madness. He pled guilty to
False Imprisonment, a felony, and
was put on five years probation in ex-
change for his testimony against the
other boy. While he did not want to
testify against the other boy, he knew
that the other boy was the one respon-
sible for all that had happened.

We still believe Anthony to be inno-
cent of all charges. Thereis the possi-
bility that after five years, the charge
can be lowered to a misdemeanor. We
could not financially afford to con-
tinue fighting the charges against him

and were emo-
tionaly spent.
We  strongly
felt that the
Lord had pro-
vided this set-
tlement for us.

The other boy
aso accepted
his deal too, although it meant he
would have to spend time in prison.
Anthony is now back at home able to
begin hislife again.

We want to thank everyone for al
your prayers and support. We could
not have gotten through any of this
without them. May our Lord and Sav-
ior be glorified through all of us.
Thank you, Jesus!

(Lynette and her husband, Tony, are
part of Zechariah's core and are in-
volved in Zechariah's prison ministry.)

(Continued from page 3)

finished dressing him. He acted like
nothing had happened but the Broth-
ers were reluctant to allow him to go
to mass for fear he would have an-
other seizure. Jason cannot talk and
his head is misshapen; his mouth is a
non-descript opening on the side of
his face; one eye is nearly closed by
the immense tissue mass that is his
face. But his eyes; oh, his eyes — how
they transfix you!

home after only six

life.

our own

short days. Some-
times | feel that they
were the most mean-
ingful six days of my

On our return to At-
lanta, we reflected on
‘poverty,
the spiritua poverty
we live in, a poverty

The Brothers finally allowed him to attend mass after
which | went to help him walk back down the street to the
center. As | held his arm, Jason grasped my backpack and
shifted it from my shoulder to his. He would not let me
carry my own pack. My little backpack could contain all
of his earthly belongings in one of its dark corners. | was
moved to tears by hisloving consideration. | till cry when
| think about it. When the van came to transport us back to
the monastery, | was till feeding Jason but had to say
goodbye. Our time in Jamaica was over as we headed

whose symptoms include an excessive focus on material
goods and appearances. We have so much and these peo-
ple have so little yet they are so happy with what they do
have. What |essons they can teach us!

Bob and Roxie Wilhelm are part of Zechariah Ministries
core. They plan on returning to Jamaica to serve the poor
and are gathering donations of medical supplies and other
needed commodities to give to M.O.P. If you would like to
help out with these needs or help financially, please send
your donationsto Zechariah Ministries.
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Ever since | was alittle girl, all
| ever wanted was to be a
mommy. So, when | met my
husband, Sean, | soon wanted a baby!
Having two sisters each with two lit-
tle boys, | just knew that | was going
to have a little girl and her name was
going to be Hannah.

A couple of months after my father
died, |1 had a dream in which | was
talking to my dad, asking him how
heaven was. He said beautiful. | then
asked if he had yet met Hannah. He
said, “Yes, but there is one thing.
Hannah is a boy!” Years went by and
| was still praying and waiting. Every
time Ledie went forward to the altar,
you knew what she was there for.

One weekend, a group of ladies and |
decided to visit a church in Browns-
ville Florida. That night the pastor an-
nounced that if we needed a healing
to step out into the aise. Guess where
| went! No need to say why. The next
morning, we decided to go to Sunday
school where the man teaching the
class started prophesizing over the
group from Georgia. When he got to
me, he said, “You want to have chil-
dren and think God is punishing you
for youthful mistakes.” He said that
God does not punish you when you
are just a child and that | would be
pregnant in a year and saw a double
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blessing. No one knows my past and |
did feel |1 was being punished for it.

| began to stand on God® promise to
me that 1 would have a child. Every
time someone would make a com-
ment like why don®you adopt or take
fertility drugs, | would stand my
ground and say, “NO! It is not God®
perfect will for me to not have a baby
and | am going to wait on Him. He
does not need help. | can get pregnant
without fertility drugs.”

One year, | went to Florida with my
loving in laws who also wanted to
help. While | went to the pool, they
visited a psychic. | did not want to
hear what Satan had to say to them
about my future but, | was told any-
way. They reported that |1 could get
pregnant but would not be able to
stay pregnant. Well, that was not ac-
ceptable! So, what would any good
daughter do? | called my mom.

My mom proceeded to tell me that
Satan speaks half truths and that God
knows your future and as long as you
trust and believe in Him, He will ful-
fill His promise. So | hung up the
phone and danced around the condo
expecting everything that had been
spoken over my life.

Well, a year went by and low and be-
hold it happened. | was pregnant!
See, trusting God does work! But, lit-
tle did 1 know the waiting was not
over.

Nine weeks later | miscarried and was
back to square one. This time, my
faith was not as strong and | hurt. So,
did that mean the psychic was right?
That can®be true. 1@n a child of God!

Satan can® correctly predict my fu-
ture. Well, one good thing about
Christian friends and family, they
know what to do.

My mom kept reminding me that Sa-
tan speaks in half truths. God is not
finished yet. Trugt, trugt, trust. While
| was at work one day, a friend was
discussing my miscarriage with me
and told me that | would get pregnant
again, to just have faith. | said that |
used to have strong faith but that |
just didn®feel that it was strong any
more. | just hurt too bad. She said that
they would just have to have the faith
for me. | will never forget this con-
versation because that is exactly what
happened! All of my friends and fam-
ily ralied behind me and picked me
up carrying me whenever | spoke
doubt. They spoke positives and it
worked!

A few months later | was pregnant
again but now | feared going through
another miscarriage. It scared me to
death. One morning | woke up to find
that | was spotting. “Here we go
again,” | thought. | called my mom to
pray with me and she said, “Ledie |
have a friend here with me that has
been interceding for you and | would
like her to pray with you.” There |
was at my desk at work with the tears
faling. Mom'’s friend said, “God is

(Continued on page 7)
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This article is adapted from *“ Why Parents Indulge” with
Dr. Dan Kindlon, author of “ Too Much of a Good Thing.”
| urge you to read the whole article at:

http: //www.par entsoup.convlessons/
character/articles/0,,272900_294364,00.html

orking for years in counseling and prison min-
istry convinced me that there is often a con-
nection between criminal behavior and being
spoiled as a child. | did some research on the subject and
found the wonderfully insightful website above on the

subject of indulged children and how to deal with the is-
sue.

Dr. Kindlon writes the following about why it is wrong to

indulge kids:
By protecting our children from failure, adversity,
and pain, we deprive them of the opportunity to
develop a realistic sense of their strengths and
limitations, and to learn important coping skills.
Indulged children are often less able to cope with
stress, for example, because their parents have cre-
ated an atmosphere where their whims are in-
dulged, and where they have always assumed that
life should be a bed of roses. The body cannot
learn to adapt to stress unlessit experiencesit.

Indulged children can also be at risk of:
Being self-centered (& disrespectful, Ed.)
Angry
Depressed
Spoiled
Envious
Overly competitive and driven or
Unmotivated
Lacking in self-control, and thus be more
likely to get into trouble with drugs, alco-
hol and risky sex.

Compared to earlier generations, parents nowadays are
emotionally closer to their kids and are more able to have
fun with them. But they also tend to be too indulgent be-
cause they want their children to be happy. But their hap-
piness as adults is largely dependent on giving them the
rlght tools, tools that allow them to:

Develop emotional maturity

Be honest with themselves

Be empathetic

Take initiative

Delay gratification

Learn from failure and move on

Accept their flaws

Face the conseguences when they’ve done some-

thing wrong

The four-step workshop Dr. Kindlon presents teaches you:
- How to raise children of character

Help you gain back control of your family and
your home
Discover why you may be indulging your child
Learn how to make important and significant
changesin your parenting behavior
Set limits without feeling guilty
Teach your children self-control
Fight back against greediness

The workshop helps you learn to combine emotional
closeness with your kids and the ability to set limits. It ex-
plores topics such as:

Understanding why we indulge

Stopping the Spoil-Cycle

The importance of limits

Understanding our fear of limits

Choosing proper punishment

Teaching frustration tolerance

Real dangers of spoiling

Stopping the Spoiling Syndrome

(Continued from page 6)

knitting this baby inside of you and |
have a Scripture for you.” It was the
same Scripture God gave me at the
church in Brownsville, Psalm 139.
The next Sunday, | was reading that
Scripture at church when our worship
leader stood up and said the Lord
gave him Psalm 139 to read. Funny

how God will tell you something and,
if you don®get it, He will tap you on
the shoulder and tell you again. “Yes
Lord,” | said, “l understand and | love
you too.”

When | was little, | asked my parents
for a new bike. When Christmas
came, | got my bike but it had more

than | asked for. It had handle stream-
ers, abell and a bright red flag so cars
could see me coming. My heavenly
Father is like that too. On May 16,
2004 | had a healthy baby boy, Jacob
Sean. Not only did | get Jacob but |
had a healthy pregnancy and a very
easy delivery. | trusted, waited, be-
lieved and God came through!
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n an effort to bring an under-

standing and a love for Jewish

music and folk dance, Zecha-
riah Ministries is organizing an Is-
raeli folk dance team complete with
traditional garb.

Unlike liturgical dance, folk danc-
ing can involve the whole family.
Jewish music is very celebratory,
lifting the spirit and providing a joy-
ful means of exercise.

This Spring, our Lehava |sradi
Folk Dancers will add an especially
joyful note asthey join us at our Se-
der presentations. If your church
would like to schedule a Seder pres-
entation, please contact us now to
reserve a date.

%

The Lord gives strength to his people;
The Lord blesses his people with peace.

ay the Lord continue to

bless al of you who

have supported this min-
istry. We extend special thanks to
all who have given so generoudly:
our intercessors, volunteers, finan-
cial supporters, our Board of Direc-
tors, our families and other minis-
tries that have helped prepare us for
service.

During this special season of
thanksgiving, as we thank the Lord
for al the wonderful gifts He has
blessed us with, let us not forget to
continue to regjoicein all things.

All issues of our newdletter are
available on our website, including
color copies in PDF format which
can be downloaded for viewing or
printing:

Psalm29:11  http://www.zechmin.org/newsl etters
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